
In 2040, Roanoke is both a diverse and an inclusive community with access and opportunities

available to all including: education, housing, healthcare, employment, and quality of life.

Roanoke recognizes how these opportunities are interconnected and how past actions created

barriers that limited opportunity for underserved communities, particularly the African-American

community, and eroded trust in institutions. To maintain a high level of Interwoven Equity and

inclusion, the community is engaged continuously to identify and predict changes that could

become opportunities or barriers and to adapt appropriately to those changes.

Trust
Roanoke recognizes that past interactions have eroded trust in certain communities.
Policies for trust focus on community healing and government accountability. These
include creating a group that oversees equity within the City and correcting past
inequitable actions through policy.

Break the Cycle of Poverty
Roanoke recognizes inequities in the community and the need to break the cycle of
poverty within disadvantaged neighborhoods and among residents. Policies for
breaking the cycle of poverty focus on increasing opportunities for improving
socioeconomic status. These include prioritizing at-risk populations, quality
education, and equitable economic development.

Neighborhood Choice
Roanoke recognizes the need to remove barriers to housing, in order to dismantle its
segregated landscape and provide housing that meets the needs of all residents.
Polices for neighborhood choice  focus on improving opportunities for varied and
affordable housing citywide. These include identifying the needs of vulnerable
populations and determining the resources needed to overcome obstacles to achieve 
 safe and desirable housing.  

Inclusive Culture
Roanoke recognizes the need to create a culture of inclusion and to celebrate diversity
throughout the City. Policies for inclusive culture focus on developing an informed and
empowered city. These include building capacity for neighborhood organizations to
connect and serve the community and celebrating those of all backgrounds.

Service Delivery
Roanoke recognizes that equitable service delivery is needed for a harmonious
community. Policies for service delivery  focus on removing barriers and providing
quality services. These include preparing easily accessible information, developing
varied and affordable housing options, and prioritizing infrastructure in areas of need.

Interwoven Equity


