6225 Brandon Ave, Suite 540
Springfield, VA 22150 OLKERT

(703) 642-8100

Wasena Bridge Replacement

DATE AND TIME  Thursday February 7, 2019 at 7:00pm

LOCATION Wasena Elementary School
SUBJECT Focus Group Meeting #2 (Wasena Community)
ATTACHED Agenda

List of community attendants
Comment Sheets

Meeting Notes completed during the meeting

This meeting was the first in a series of three, second round of neighborhood public meetings.
The meeting was held in the cafeteria of the Wasena Elementary School at 7:00 pm and was part
of a broader community meeting held regularly to discuss issues important to the community.
The actual project meeting started around 7:25 and lasted for one hour.

Approximately 40 people attended the meeting(s). The presentation was started by city staff,
followed by Mattern & Craig, Volkert, Iron Dog Preservation and finished off by Rosales. The
powerpoint presentation reintroduced the public to the project team, explained the stakeholder
engagement process and revealed the data collected and comments that were obtained from the
first round of community meetings.

Kristin Kirchen from Iron Dog Preservation spoke for about five minutes in regards to the
Section 106 Compliance that is required for a project to receive federal funding.

Prior to the discussion of the concept bridge design, Volkert presented the results of the public
engagement process to date and the future plans for the remaining public meetings.

The next portion of the presentation revealed the initial design concept for of the new bridge,
presented by Miguel Rosales. The bridge footprint, organization, and conceptual form were
presented. The initial design was well-received by the community and they are excited to
continue to be part of the design process.

The meeting closed with a question and answer session. In addition to the questions and
comments received verbally during the meeting a comment sheet was provided as well as a link
to the project website ( https://planroanoke.org/wasena-bridge/ ).
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https://planroanoke.org/wasena-bridge/

The meeting notes recorded during the meeting, sign-in sheets, and public comment sheets
are attached, and are summarized below:

e The community has concerns about the construction phasing and the anticipated amount
of time the bridge will remain closed.

e Pedestrian and Bicyclist connections from the bridge to the park and greenway remained
a topic of concern

e There is a desire for the design to consider possibly closing Main Street SW (local street)
that lies to the west of the bridge. The existing conditions in this area make it difficult for
vehicles and cyclists trying to turn onto and off of the bridge. The closing of this street
would provide additional space for pedestrians and cyclists exiting the bridge and could
serve as a gateway into the park and to the greenway. Vehicular access to the alley would
still need to be provided for residents and for local trash collection, however there is an
opportunity to close Main Street SW (local street) from Winona Ave up to the alley. This
would still provide vehicular access from the alley to Winchester Ave SW while
increasing safety for all users entering and existing the bridge.

e There is a desire to incorporate future community placemaking features such as banners,
planting baskets, and public art on the bridge. The bridge design should include site
furnishings that can accommodate these placemaking features without detracting from the
overall character of the bridge.

e The approaches to the bridge are just as important as the bridge itself, especially the
connections to the Main Street Commercial District, Wasena Park, and the Wasena
neighborhood. Careful consideration must be given to how the bridge interacts with its
surroundings. There are unique opportunities to incorporate placemaking elements, traffic
calming measures, and stronger pedestrian and bicycle connections at the bridge
approaches that would create a safer and more cohesive experience for all users. It was
brought to our attention that there are initiatives being explored by the business owners
on Main Street and within the Wasena Community to implement traffic calming
measures and make the area more walkable and pedestrian friendly and it is our goal as a
design team to ensure the new bridge seamlessly integrates with these features.

Team Members participating in the meeting:

Josephus Johnson-Koroma, City of Roanoke
Luke Pugh, City of Roanoke

Whitney Slightham, City of Roanoke

Chad Thomas, Mattern & Craig

Mike Agee, Mattern & Craig

Keith Weakley, Volkert

Brendan August, Volkert



Christopher Weir, Volkert
Miguel Rosales, Rosales
Kristin H. Kirchen, Iron Dog Preservation

Next Steps:
Second Focus Group Meeting February 21 with Old Southwest community



Study and Design of the Wasena Bridge
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